PFF ISSUE: PROCTORING MAKE-UP EXAMS

A few weeks ago, it came to my attention that students were taking make-up exams in the faculty lunchroom. This struck me as awkward for teachers wanting to eat their lunch, and even more so for the students who were constantly interrupted by faculty coming and going. I mentioned this at our last PFF open forum, and the discussion that followed indicated a lack of policy and a lack of clear philosophy regarding proctoring of make-up exams. It would be helpful if PFF could lead the way in articulating philosophy and crafting policy in this area.

NOTE: The extended time or special environment accommodations for students with disabilities is not intended to be part of this discussion.

Questions to consider:

What are classroom teachers currently doing when a student needs to take a test early, make up, or retake a test?

Is it the responsibility of the classroom teachers to arrange appropriate time and location for make-up tests? 

Is it the responsibility of the classroom teachers to proctor their own make-up tests?

What are the pedagogical consequences of relinquishing the examination portion of one's instruction to others?

In the past, classified staff  have been asked to proctor exams. What implications are there for changing classified staff job descriptions to include tasks normally associated with faculty status?

In the past, librarians have been asked to proctor exams, although this does not fall under their job description. Should there be a designated quiet room or area where students can take make-up tests un-proctored?

These questions are meant to prompt ongoing discussion among Petaluma faculty on this topic. We will revisit this issue in future meetings as our philosophy and policies evolve.
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