To: Petaluma Faculty Forum

Re: Basic Skills New Faculty Institute

From:  Ann Foster


 English Instructor


 Basic Skills Standing Committee Member

Since the statewide Basic Skills Initiative (BSI) started in 2007, I have been an active member of SRJC’s Basic Skills Steering Committee, which is now the Basic Skills Standing Committee.  Last spring, this group pored over several BSI proposals from departments and programs across campus.  The committee could not fund all of the proposals, but worked diligently to fund proposals that would positively impact the greatest number of basic skills students possible.  One proposal that received funding centered on professional development in ‘effective practices’ for teaching basic skills students.  In short, I have reassigned time for 2009-2010 to develop and coordinate a series of workshops that center on ‘effective practices’ that all instructors can use in teaching basic skills students. While each workshop will be available to all faculty members, the primary audience is new faculty, thus the name Basic Skills New Faculty Institute.  Beginning this year, new faculty members have two years of orientation; the New Faculty Institute makes up the second year of their orientation.

The proposed workshop topics are listed on page two of this document. As indicated at the top of page two, this is a working outline; for most of this semester, I have been seeking feedback on these and related topics.  I have shared this list with the Basic Skills Standing Committee and the Academic Senate. I have also surveyed our 14 new faculty members and all contract faculty hired between 2006-2008. Next Tuesday, 12/1, I will attend the Petaluma Faculty Forum in hopes of receiving additional input to further refine this series of workshops.

Thank you for your time and hard work.

Ann Foster

English Instructor
Basic Skills Professional Development New Faculty Institute

(A Working Outline)
1. Basic Skills Institute Orientation





Spring 2010


a) BSI and SRJC Overview

2. Creating Community/Classroom Interactions



Fall 2010


a) Learner-Centered Instruction             b) Collaborative Learning

3. Intercultural Communication





Fall 2010


a) Small Group discussions 

b) Including all voices

4. Generation 1.5 Student






Fall 2010

a) Characteristics of Gen 1.5 students
5. Teaching the Meta-Curriculum





Fall 2010


a) Study Skills



b) Success Factors

6. Reading Across the Curriculum





Fall 2010


a) Into,Through, and Beyond the text
7. Writing Across the Curriculum





Fall 2010


a) Writing Process                        
b) Designing Assignments

8. Basic Skills Effective Practices I





Fall 2010


a) Learning Styles




9. Basic Skills Effective Practices II




Fall 2010


a) Instructional Strategies Across the Disciplines

10. Affective Practices I






Spring 2011


a) Chickering’s Vectors

11. Affective Practices II






Spring 2011


a) Counseling/Psych. Services


12. Assessment I







Spring 2011


a) Informal vs. Formal-An Overview


b) Informal Assessment Techniques

13. Assessment II







Spring 2011


a) Student Learning Outcomes
b) Formal Assessment








14. Technology I







Spring 2011


a) Campus Resources


b) Accessibility Concerns

15. Technology II







Spring 2011


a) Maximizing Smart Classrooms

16. Celebrating Two years of Success




May 2011
