MINUTES

Petaluma Faculty Forum 

Santa Rosa Junior College

October 3, 2006

(Pending approval)

PRESENT: 

Ofelia Arellano, Allison Baker, Elisa Conti, Cheryl Dunn, Michael Eurgubian, Lynn Harenberg Miller (recording), Jean Horton, Renee Lo Pilato, Molly Lynch, Jennifer Mann, Kimberlee Messina, Nikona Mulkovich, Steve Olson, Nancy Persons, Karen Petersen, Norberto Quiroz, Joel Rudinow, John Sarraf, and Kirsten Swinstrom. 

OPEN FORUM:

Nancy Persons opened the meeting by welcoming full time English Department (Petaluma) faculty member, Johnny Sarraf, to the PFF meeting. 

Joel Rudinow presented a proposal for a labyrinth landscape installation for the Petaluma campus. He handed out information detailing the anticipated cost of the project.  As funds will not be available from district sources, Joel explained that the bulk of funds need to come from fundraising efforts.  It is anticipated that student volunteers will be utilized to offset some of the labor costs.

Norberto Quiroz reported that he and Ofelia Arellano just made recent visits to McDowell Elementary School in Petaluma and Mountain Shadows Junior High School in Rohnert Park to familiarize students with SRJC’s programs.

Jennifer Mann and Elisa Conti of Disability Resources will be holding two informational presentations for faculty. The first highlights Assistive Technology and the second event is a film viewing of “See What I Mean”. Both events are available for Flex credit.

Michael Eurgubian shared that he had been approached to become a faculty advisor for a new club on campus. In order for a club to qualify for

funds, clubs must be approved (or sanctioned) by the college. Sanctioned clubs are required to send a club member to a weekly meeting in Santa Rosa.  Michael pointed out that the potential club members are re-thinking club formation because of this requirement. Nancy offered to have the Steering Committee look into this issue. 

The Intercultural Club will host a Spanish language film festival in the Mahoney Library over the next three Friday evenings 7:00 – 9:00pm.

Steve Olson announced that Carl Dobson has been promoted to Head gardener and will oversee the entire college district’s landscaping. 

MINUTES:

           The minutes of September 5, 2006 were approved. 

REPORTS: 
Academic Senate: Kimberlee Messina, The Senate will meet tomorrow (Oct 4, 2006) and address changes to the faculty hiring policy, reinstatement of the writing sample within the English placement test and revised faculty absence guidelines. 

Student Services: Nancy Persons gave the Student Services report on behalf of Deanna Hatter who could not attend today’s meeting. 

October and November are CSU application months.  November is UC application month.  Representatives from Sonoma State and UC Davis will be on campus during October and November.   

October 26th is Health Awareness Day.  There will be information and activities in the quad from 10:00am – 2:00pm.  

Beginning October 1st, the revised hours for Student Services are Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 8:00am – 6:00pm, Wednesday 8:00am –7:30pm and Friday 8:00-4:30pm.
All Faculty Association (AFA): Cheryl Dunn 

The last two meetings of AFA have been devoted to presentations from candidates for the Board of Trustees. AFA will be making informal recommendations based on these meetings. The coordinator issue is a still high priority for AFA but this will be a time-intensive process as there are three different coordinator categories in the contract.
There was a question regarding differing interpretations of District paid health benefits. Cheryl stated that AFA’s position is that the District should pay for faculty health benefits. 

Institutional Planning Council  (IPC): Norberto Quiroz 

No report

Petaluma Campus Phase II Update: Steve Olson detailed the current status of the Petaluma Campus Phase II building project. Some foundations have been laid and the framing process has begun.  The Phase II groundbreaking ceremony was held last week.  It was well attended by both SRJC staff and community residents. 

Steve, Ofelia Arellano and Robert Chudnofsky will be preparing the final version of the Ed Plan. Robert and Ofelia will meet with individual departments and will bring the departmental information back to PFF. Ofelia offered to hold informational meetings with PFF before and after meeting with the departments. Steve passed around a handout on SRJC goals and objectives and that were outlined the goals specific to the Petaluma Campus. 

In closing, Steve reminded everyone that students are not allowed in staff areas. There continues to be a problem and Steve asked that everyone observe this policy.

Chair Report: Nancy Persons

Dr. Agrella wants to schedule meetings with the Petaluma Campus community in order to gather input regarding the selection of the new Petaluma Dean.  Nancy will send out an email about dates and times. Comments can be taken to the steering committee if you are unable to attend.

Seven new parking spaces for faculty have been reserved along the creek side of the campus. Please let the steering committee know if parking is still a concern. One member recounted that students fill reserved spaces and that ticketing has been lax.  Steve reminded everyone that plentiful parking is available at the Baptist church on Sonoma Mountain Parkway.

Nancy has been told that various departments do not have enough faculty to staff proposed courses.  Encourage your department to open departmental pools in order to promote adequate staffing for future courses on the Petaluma Campus.

Support training, classes and events that are held on the Petaluma Campus through your attendance.  If you cannot attend, please convey your appreciation to the organizers for holding events at Petaluma. 

A campus collegiality committee is being formed foster better communication and cooperation within the campus community. The committee will be comprised of classified staff, an Administration representative, full time and adjunct faculty. If you are interested in participating, contact Nancy.

The Friends of the Petaluma has funded a series of faculty teaching breakfasts.  The first breakfast will be held Tuesday, October 17th 7:30-8:30am and Gloria DeBlasio will be hosting.  Johnny Sarraf will host the November breakfast (Wednesday, 11/15) and Robert Caruso will host the December teaching breakfast (Thursday, 12/14). The events are PDA approved for the hosts and guests

ACTION: 

There were no action items scheduled.

DISCUSSION: 

Petaluma Campus Faculty Staffing: Ofelia Arellano

Ofelia has received fifteen different staffing requests for this year. They are from CIS, Humanities, Sociology, Anthropology, Psychology, Math (2) Media, Speech Communication, Spanish and English.  Public Safety, Art and Work Experience are putting forth split assignments. Counseling will request a replacement for Jim Elrod, who is retiring. Ofelia asked for volunteers for a task force to assist with prioritizing recommendations. 

There has been concern from some departments that Petaluma Campus requests will compete with Santa Rosa Campus requests.  Steve acknowledged that this is an ongoing concern but Petaluma is scheduled to move into new buildings in two years, and increased staff be will needed. Furthermore, the ratio of full time to part time at Santa Rosa is 1:1, while the ratio is 1:3 at the Petaluma Campus. This inequity is another concern for the campus. The Ed Plan (draft), the Regional Needs Assessment and enrollment data will be utilized to prioritize requests.  

PFF Vision statement and objectives formulation for 2006-07: Nancy Persons

Due to time constraints, PFF was unable to address the second discussion item scheduled for the October meeting. The PFF vision Statement and objectives formulation for 2006-2007 will be rescheduled for a future meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at   5:02 pm
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