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Staff News for Santa Rosa Junior College, October 22,2004

Health Awareness Days Oct 20 & 21

Student Health Services, Student Affairs, and the Associated Students will
present Health Awareness Days 2004 - Good Times in Sonoma County: 10 Ways to
Blow Your Mind Without Alcohol & Drugs on both campuses, providing valuable
public health information to SRJC staff and students.

Santa Rosa Campus, October 20,11 AM -2 PM e Doyle Student Patio

Petaluma Campus, October 21,11 AM - 2 PMe Campus Quad

There will be music, information, free mocktails, and alcohol and drug
education information from many community organizations. Be sure to share
this information with your students! Call ext. 4573 for additional information.

Collaborative Poetry and Performance Nov 1

CSKL Instructor and writer Leslie Cole and visual artist and musician Claude
Smith perform Leslie’s award-winning prose poem “Five Kinds of Surrender” on
November 1 at 7:00 PM at the Quicksilver Mine Gallery in Forestville. Call
524-1735 for more information.

Mark Your Calendars For October 29
Employee Halloween Bash!

A Halloween potluck and costume parade and contest is scheduled for SRIC
faculty and staff from 12:30 — 1:30 PM on Friday, October 29 at Heritage Plaza
on the Santa Rosa Campus.

On the Halloween Bash poster and other event messages, employees are
requested to bring treats according in categories aligned with the first letter of
their last name, however, we especially need main dishes, salads, and
appetizers to make our ghoulish potluck inviting to all. So, if you’d rather
bring a main dish instead of candy or cookies, feel free! Remember, all
potluck items should be taken to the President’s Office in Bailey Hall by
11:45AM on the 29th.

For costumes, let your imagination run wild! Our judges will look for award-
winning costumes in many categories, including the funniest, scariest, most
original, nerdiest, best impersonator, They-Spent-Too-Much-Time-On-Their
Costume, and Looks-Better-Than-He/She-Looks-In-Work-Clothes. You know
that our illustrious judges and MC offer uncanny evaluations!

The 29" promises to be a hauntingly good time. We'll see you there!

”Confluence” Exhibit - Through Nov 13

Kevin Fletcher, Art Instructor and head of Printmaking in SRJC’s Art
Department, is curator of an exhibition of contemporary west coast printmakers
titled “Confluence,” which is currently on display at the A Street Gallery at 312
South A Street in Santa Rosa. Featuring the work of seven women artists,
including recent SRJC graduate Vanessa \Vobis who transferred to UC Berkeley,
“Confluence” opened October 2 and will continue to be displayed through
November 13, Wednesday through Saturday from noon to 5:00 PM or by
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In November and December, SRIC’s Music
Department has scheduled a number of

outstanding musical presentations for the
Fall Concert Series:
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November 20, 7:30 PM

Newman Auditorium
Admission $5 General, $3 Senior & Student

CPILW[MW Brags / WooAnwind
Cusemltles
November 30, 7:30 PM

Newman Auditorium
Free admission

SRIC Jazz Comltos

Guest Artist Glen Pearson
December 6,8:00 PM
Newman Auditorium

Free admission
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SRJC Symphonic Band
December 7,7:30 PM
Burbank Auditorium
Free admission

RJC Nocal Jazz
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Guest artist Charles Mc
December 9, 8:00 PM
Burbank Auditorium

Admission $5

SRJC Jazz Butemleles
Guest artist Bobby Watson
December 10, 8:00 PM
Burbank Auditorium
Admission $5

Vv/?ﬁ’{/‘;z Choval Concert
Déetember 12, 8:00 PM

Newman Auditorium
Admission $5 General, $3 Senior & Student

Parking is $3 at all events. Visit
ww.santarosa.edu/music/concerts.html for
more information.




Employee of the Month Don Bangs

Congratulations to Don Bangs, Chair and Instructor in SRIC’s
American Sign Language Department, for being selected as the
Employee of the Month. Don was introduced at the October
Board of Trustees meeting by his supervisor Victor Cummings,
Dean, Letters and Social Sciences, and received an EOM plaque,
season tickets to SRT, vouchers to the Culinary Café, and other
gifts from his colleagues. “Don demonstrates a boundless
commitment to advancing deaf culture and the needs of ASL
students at SRJC and in the county,” Victor notes.

Among Don’s numerous key responsibilities, he manages the
DSL Department, serves as mentor to new ASL faculty, develops
and implements curriculum and instructional programs, serves as
an advocate for the ASL Department to the college community,
and coordinates social events for ASL students. Victor adds that
Don is a skillful grant writer, has formed successful partnerships
with Sonoma and Marin county public schools, develops
multimedia instructional materials, maintains extracurricular
events program for students, and conducts teacher training and
PDA sessions to familiarize the college community to deaf culture.

“I feel Don is one of the most creative, original, imaginative, and effective teachers that |
nave had in college,” notes Karen Stanley, Instructor and Coach in PE, Dance, and
Athletics and one of Don’s students. Don’s dedication to his students and colleagues is
demonstrated in a unique instructional approach. “Don teaches on and off campus, as
well as coordinates the ASL Club. He obviously spends hours in preparation for ASL
classes, because in every class we learn a new way with a new methodology and new tools.
He is clearly committed to being an excellent instructor.”

Don attributes his success at SRIC to the “tremendous support from the college
administration, especially Dr. Agrella, Dr. Buckley, and several deans | work with.” He
identifies his greatest accomplishment as “keeping the lines of communication open
between deaf and hearing people.” What he likes most about his work is “turning students
on to the fun and challenges of learning ASL.” “As a deaf instructor, Don is able to
effectively teach hearing students how to do ASL. He uses highly creative methods, is
humorous, and makes class fun and learning exciting. He is a huge asset to our college and
to the students he teaches,” emphasizes Karen. “He goes out of this way to try to interact
the cultures of both the deaf and the hearing students, like the Halloween party held by
the ASL Club.”

Don was born in Chemung, New York, graduating in nearby Waverly High School. He
earned a B.A. in math at Gallaudet University, M.S. in special education at the
University of Tennessee, M.A. from the University of Texas Austin, and a Ph.D. in
dramatic art from the University of California at Berkeley.

Before joining SRIC’s faculty, Don was a Mathematics Professor at Gallaudet University;
an actor and translator at Cleveland Sign State; ASL and English Instructor at Ohlone
College, Vista College, and Laney College; and Artistic Director for California SignRise
Theater. He was hired as a Deaf/Hard of Hearing Specialist in SRIC’s Disability
Department in 1996, and became a full-time ASL Instructor in 1997. He currently serves
as the ASL Department Chair.

Don is quite involved in a number of community activities, including serving as the
Avrtistic Director for California SignRise Theater, doing volunteer work in Thailand,
teaching English near Bangkok, and more recently founding the World Deaf Artistic and
Educational Foundation (World DEAF) to provide funding for deaf people in developing
nations, which includes scholarships in Southeast Asia. Don’s hobbies include reading,
hiking, and socializing with friends. He is single, and is close to his mother and two sisters
who live in New York and Germany.

When he was notified that he was selected Employee of the Month, he “was quite
astonished and also honored to join a distinguished group of people.” “Don is definitely
worthy of receiving recognition for his excellence in teaching,” says Karen. “He is a

brilliant instructor and ambassador for the College.”

The Plover Pumpkins
Are Coming!

Pumpkins decorated by Plover student employees and staff will be
on display for the college community’s enjoyment on Thursday,
October 28 from 10:30 AM to 2:30 PM in the Plover Library,
Rooms 4 and 5. Take a break and drop by to view remarkable
carvings, and then vote for your favorite pumpkin! Ext. 1614 for
information.

Staff Development

Check out Staff Development’s full
events calendar for personal
enrichment opportunities at
www.santarosa.edu/src (click in
the navigation bar “Professional
Development” and then
“Workshops & Seminars”).
Remaining October Staff
Development workshops and
seminars include:

Dreamweaver
Thursday, October 21
2:00-4:00 PM

Student Management
& Communication
Friday, October 22, 1:00-3:45 PM
CATE

File Management
& Removable Media
Thursday, October 28
2:00-4:00 PM

Friday, October 29
Noon-1:00 PM
Faculty Rights & Student
Management

Office Depot
Friday, October 29, 2:00-3:00 PM

Call the Staff Resource
Coordinator Bea Griffiths with
questions, ext. 2602.

Winter Holiday
Closure Schedule

SRJC’s winter holiday closure
provides for the District being
closed from December 24, 2004
through January 2, 2005 or 10
consecutive days, including
weekends. The District is open for
business on Thursday, December
23, 2004, until 5:00 PM. Winter
closure stands as follows:

FRIDAY, DEC. 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE HOLIDAY
MONDAY, DEC. 27 - CHRISTMAS DAY HOLIDAY
TUESDAY, DEC. 28 - FLOATING HOLIDAY
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 29 - BOARD-GRANTED
HOLIDAY
THURSDAY, DEC. 30 - NEW YEAR'S EVE HOLIDAY
FRIDAY, DEC. 31 - NEW YEAR'S DAY HOLIDAY
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