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Poet Laureates to Read on Petaluma Campus May 1
On Wednesday, May 1, at 7:30 p.m. in the Mahoney Library on the Petaluma
campus, Sonoma County Poet Laureates Don Emblen and David Bromige will
read from their works. The event is free, but there’s a $2 permit required to
park on campus. Don Emblen was named first Poet Laureate by the county
Board of Supervisors in October 1999, and has written over 4,000 poems. An
SRJC professor emeritus, he taught English literature and poetry from 1959
through 1988. David Bromige became the county’s newest Poet Laureate this
year. A retired SSU professor emeritus, he is known for his complex poetry.
The reading is sponsored by the college’s Arts & Lectures Committee. Call
778-3974 for more information.

Student Success Stories Sought for Commencement
With graduation rapidly approaching, student success highlights are needed
for possible inclusion in the commencement address. Faculty and staff are
urged to forward student success stories to Reneé Lo Pilato, Dean of
Admissions, Records and Enrollment Development, as soon as possible.
Please provide details about the students, a paragraph that captures the
unique achievement and/or circumstances involving the student(s).
Remember, it’s important that permission from students be obtained before
their stories are shared publicly.

MESA Student Wins Silver
Congratulations to Floriberto Herrera from Healdsburg High School
who earned a silver medal in the Balsa Wood Glider Competition at
the regional MESA Day competition held at UC Davis on Saturday,
April 13! Floriberto went to the competition as a winner of the SRJC
Pre-MESA competition on March 15 when over 70 Windsor and
Healdsburg high school students participated in math, science,
engineering competitions.

Library Offers Free Access to Online Research Tool
Through April 30, SRJC faculty, staff and students have free access to a large
selection of online information databases, thanks to trials arranged by a
consortium of the California community college and the California State
University  libraries. The databases are high-quality, copyrighted reference
tools that are usually accessible on the World Wide Web by subscription only.

A wide variety of reference tools are available, including the Oxford English
Dictionary, the Encyclopedia of American Government, the CQ Supreme Court
Collection, American National Biography (a 24-volume set in the print version), a
number of health and business databases, ProQuest Biology Journals, ProQuest
Career and Technical Education, Lexis-Nexis and many more.  To access the trial
databases, go to the library’s “Electronic Databases” page: www.santarosa.edu/
library/ftdb, and click the “Trials & Demos” link.

No special login information is needed to access the trials on campus. User
IDs and passwords are required for off-campus use. (Note: These are not the
same as the user name and PIN that you use to access the library’s own
electronic databases remotely.) To obtain login IDs and passwords for the trial
databases, present your current staff or student photo ID at either the Plover
or the Mahoney Library reference desk.

Italian Film Series
SRJC’s Arts & Lectures Committee, the Modern
and Classical Languages Department, and the
Petaluma campus in cooperation with the
Istituto Italiano di Cultura presents:

F i o r i l e
by Paolo & Vittorio Taviani Friday

April 26, 7:30 p.m. Mahoney Library

Pane e Tulipani
(Bread & Tulips) by Silvio Soldini,

Friday, May 3, 7:30 p.m. Mahoney Library

Ciao, Professore!
by Lina Wertmuller,

Friday May 10, 7:30 p.m. Mahoney Libraryv

Admission is FREE, a $2 parking permit is
required on campus. For info call 778-3974.

Santa Rosa Junior College
Theatre Arts Department

presents Edmond Rostand's

   Cyrano
de Bergerac
8:00 p.m. May 3, 4, 8, 9, 10 & 11
2:00 p.m. Matinee May 5 & 11

Burbank Auditorium
Santa Rosa campus

$10/general and $7/studentss
The Theatre Arts box office, located

in Burbank Auditorium, is open
Tuesday through Friday from 1:00 to

5:00 p.m. SRJC staff are eligible for a
free ticket voucher through the
Student Affairs Office, open

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
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We Tip Our     Hats

For more than 20 years Reta Kyle has been not only doing
her own job with extraordinary flair, but has managed to
help her colleagues in several other offices and programs at
the same time.  The fact that she does it not only with such
professionalism, but also with a great sense of humor and
optimism, has earned her the nomination as Employee of
the Month. Reta was introduced by her supervisor, Ron
Root, Vice President of Business Services, at the April
Board of Trustees Meeting.

When Reta first joined the staff at SRJC in 1979,
she was hired as the secretary to the
Academic Senate. Not long thereafter, she
became an Administrative Assistant in the
Emeritus Service Center, helping to
manage the workflow for multiple
departments. Since 1995 she has been
the Administrative Secretary,
Confidential to the Vice President of
Business Services.

A native of North Bend, Oregon, Reta
grew up in Humboldt County,
graduating from McKinleyville High
School and earning a Secretarial Science
Certificate from a business college in
Eureka. Before coming to SRJC, she worked
as a Real Estate Secretary for the Bank of
America for seven years, as a Personnel
Secretary for Louisiana Pacific for two years, and as the
secretary for the School of Business at Humboldt State
University for four years.

It was her former husband’s job promotion that brought
Reta to Sonoma County, and it was a fortunate move for
SRJC. Within months of arriving here, Reta was offered a
job at the SRJC and she’s been here ever since. Ron Root
said, “Reta’s service to the District has been exemplary. She
has superior communication skills and is willing to do
what it takes to get the job done.” His comments were
echoed by Karen Furukawa, Director of Human Resources.
“Reta has stepped in when some of my staff have been on
leave or I have needed extra help,” Karen said. “She
utilizes technology in ways to make work easier and is
willing to share her templates and her tips to make others’
work easier for them.” Another colleague of Reta’s
observed that, “She is always committed to following

through to make sure a problem or issue gets resolved. I
have never heard her say that something wasn’t in her job
description.”

Reta worked with Harvey Hansen, the Social Sciences
Instructor who is credited with initiating a welcome back
picnic for faculty and staff, and she regularly volunteers for
the annual Harvey Hansen Picnic, which is named in his

memory. You’ll also find her working behind the
scenes at several college events, including fund

raisers for the Agriculture/Natural Resources
Department and Foundation events. In
November 1992, Reta was honored for her
contributions to SRJC when she received the
Florence Howe Award from the Women’s
Faculty and Staff Support Network.

When she’s not working or volunteering,
Reta spends her time running (she’s
competed in three marathons and one
pentathlon), scuba diving, and playing
golf with the Executive Women’s Golf
Association. She and her husband, Gary
Santero, also enjoy traveling and taking

Italian language classes, which she put to
good use during their recent trip to Italy.

Reta enjoys working with insurance and legal
issues and said that the favorite part of her job is

the work she does with the District’s insurance
administrator and legal staff.  What most people on
campus may not know about Reta’s role is that she is also
responsible for processing a transportation allowance for
SRJC students who have graduated from high schools in
remote areas of the District and come to the Santa Rosa
campus. “Only a few students qualify for this program, but
it is very gratifying to be able to help those who receive it,”
she said.

Being named Employee of the Month was an honor to
Reta, but she notes that the added attention has made her a
little uncomfortable. Putting Reta in the limelight is just
what her colleagues had in mind.

“You couldn’t ask for a better person to work with than
Reta,” they said. “She is a true professional; she is
intelligent, kind, and considerate with a great sense of
humor. She can be counted on 100 percent.”

 Kudos to SRJC’s Computer and Information Services Department was recently
featured story in Adobe Systems, a publication posted on the Adobe Web
site. According to CIS Chair and Adobe Certified Expert Cyndi Reese,
“The greatest part of the customer spotlight is that it features student
work.” The article includes a capsulation about SRJC, an overview of
Computer and Information Services, and discussion about real-world
preparation, faster learning/more creativity, and the expanding use of
Acrobat and Adobe PDF. Adobe keeps SRJC informed and on the cutting
edge by providing resources where students can obtain product tutorials
and information on educational pricing. In response to Adobe’s strong
commitment to giving colleges the tools they need to offer a first-rate
education to students, Cyndi notes, “Our students are excited to be a
part of the Adobe World.” For article copies, call ext. 4293.

 Reta Kyle Honored as Employee of the Month

Final Blood Drive
The Campus Activities Board presents its final
Blood Drive Tuesday, May 7 and Wednesday,
May 8 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the
Doyle Student Lounge. You can donate on a
walk-in basis, or you can make an
appointment by calling 527- 4573.


