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 GRAPHIC DESIGN 
 

Last updated 04/14/11. The information in this guide is subject to change. The universities may 
require additional lower division courses beyond those listed or articulated. Please review a current 
catalog of the campus of your choice and consult with a counselor. The most recent articulation 
information is available at www.assist.org. 
 

 

Graphic Design is also offered as a major or an option or emphasis at the following CSUs: Fresno, 
Fullerton, Los Angeles, Pomona, and San Bernardino. 
 
CSU CHICO 
B.A. in Communication Design - Graphic Design Option 
 

Lower Division courses:  ART 2.1 or 2.2; ART 3 or 4; ART 7A; ART 36 or 59 or 82*; GD 20, 51; MEDIA 4 or JOUR 1; 
MEDIA 78 
 

* Must be completed for 3 units 
 

Portfolio Requirement:  The successful completion of a portfolio based on work done in ART 3 or 4, ART 7A, ART 36 or 
59 or 82, and CDES 230 at Chico (no articulated SRJC course) is necessary for entry into upper division Graphic Design 
coursework. Please consult the CSUC catalog. 
 
 
CSU EAST BAY 
B.A. in Art - Graphic Design Option (Electronic Art) 
 

Lower division courses:  ART 7A or 7B or 12; CS 74.11, 50.21A+50.21B 
 

B.F.A. in Art - Graphic Design Option:  The same lower division courses are required as for the B.A. degree. 
Students must first be admitted to CSU East Bay and declare an Art Major B.A. Admission to the B.F.A. is by portfolio 
review after completion of 30 units of studio art coursework.  A 3.5 GPA or better is required for admission and 
continuation in the B.F.A. program. 
 
 
CSU LONG BEACH 
B.F.A. in Art (Impacted Major) - Graphic Design Option  
 

Required lower division courses:  ART 1.1 or 2.1; ART 1.2 or 2.2 or 2.3; ART 3, 4 or 14A, 5, 7A, 12; GD 20 
 
 

For impaction admission details, see www.csulb.edu/depts/enrollment/admissions/impacted_major.html. 
 
 
CSU SACRAMENTO 
B.S. in Graphic Design – (Impacted Major) 
 

Students will be admitted for the fall semester only. For information on specific impacted program criteria, see 
www.calstate.edu/ar/impactioninfo.shtml.  
 

CSUS Graphic Design Program requires all students seeking access to the upper division courses to complete a formal 
supplemental application and to be admitted to the major.  Applicants must submit a portfolio for a faculty-juried review. 
For more information about the application process, visit the department’s website at 
www.csus.edu/design/gphd/program/portfolio_review.html, or call the Department of Design Office at 916-278-3962. 
 

Required Lower Division Courses:  ART 2.1, 2.2, 7A, 36 (articulation requests for additional SRJC courses have been 
submitted with decisions pending at this time) 
 
 
SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY 
B.A. in Art - Emphasis in Graphic Design (Impacted Major) 
 

Students must earn a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher and complete each the following courses with a letter grade of C 
or higher. 
 

Required Lower Division Courses:  ART 2.1+2.2+2.3, 3, 5, 7A, 7B 
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SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY 
B.F.A. in Graphic Design (Impacted Major) 
 

Students must maintain a 3.0 GPA in all art/design courses; failing this, the BFA status will be changed to BA - Art. 
 

Required Lower Division Courses:  ART 2.1, 2.2; ART 3, 4, 5, 7A, 36; APGR 20 
 

ENGL 1B or 5 or PHIL 5 or SPCH 9 = the prerequisite for upper division writing. SJSU also requires two units of PE 
including at least two different activities for graduation. 
 
 
CAL POLY SAN LUIS OBISPO 
B.F.A. in Art & Design - Graphic Design Concentration (Impacted Major) 
 

Applications accepted only for the fall quarter. In addition to competing for admission through the regular admission 
process, qualified applicants must also submit a portfolio to the Art Department. Note: Students must complete full CSU 
General Education or IGETC Certification prior to transfer. 
 

Required Major Courses:  ART 1.1 or 2.1; ART 1.2 or 2.2; ART 3, 4, 5, 7A, 7B, 14A; Select 11 units from any Art 
courses not required in the major. 
 
Applicants can view information about portfolio guidelines at http://artdesign.libart.calpoly.edu/apply/portfolio.html or 
see the department webpage http://artdesign.libart.calpoly.edu/. 
 
For important transfer selection criteria by major, see http://admissions.calpoly.edu/apply/transfer_sc. 
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