
1 

 COMMUNICATION STUDIES 
 

Last updated 04/26/12. The information in this guide is based on articulation agreements for 2011-12 and is subject to 
change. The universities may require additional lower division courses beyond those listed or articulated. Please 
review a current catalog of the campus of your choice and consult with a counselor. The most recent articulation 
information is available www.assist.org. 
 

 

See separate transfer major guides for Digital Media Arts, Journalism, and Film/Radio/TV 
 
In addition to the universities listed below, Bachelor’s Degrees in Communication are offered at the following CSUs:  
Bakersfield, Channel Islands, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Monterey Bay, 
Northridge, Pomona, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Marcos, and Stanislaus. The Communication major is also 
offered at UC San Diego. Please consult a current catalog or www.assist.org  for more information. 
 

B.A. Communication Studies 
CSU CHICO 
 

Lower Division Core:  SPCH 1A (C- or better grade required); COMM 5, 6 
 

Public Affairs Option:  Add SPCH 3A; Select 6 units from SPCH 57A, 57B, 57C 
 

Organizational Communication Option:  Add 6 units from SPCH 57A, 57B, 57C 
 

Both Options require completion of a minor or second major in a dept. outside of Communication Studies. Consult CSUC major advisor. 
 
For Communication Science & Disorders or Communication Design see www.assist.org or the CSUC catalog. 
 
 

B.A. Communication 
CSU EAST BAY 
 

Media Production Option:  SPCH 1A, 3A; JOUR 2; COMM 6 
 

Professional, Public & Organizational Communication Option:  SPCH 1A, 3A; COMM 6 
 
For Speech Pathology and Audiology see www.assist.org or the CSUEB catalog. 
 
 

B.A. Communication 
HUMBOLDT STATE UNIVERSITY 
 

Lower division requirements:  COMM 10; COMM 6; Six units from SPCH 2 and SPCH 57A or 57B or 57C or 57D 
 

Highly recommended:  SPCH 3A (fulfills GE Area A, critical thinking) 
 
 

B.A. Communication Studies 
CSU SACRAMENTO 
 

All Communication Studies majors except those in Media Communication and Digital Media are required to complete at least 
one 3-unit course in public speaking (SPCH 1A), which will also fulfill the GE oral communication requirement. 
 

General or Organizational Concentrations:  SPCH 3A; COMM 6; MEDIA 4 
 

Public Relations Concentration:  SPCH 3A; COMM 6; MEDIA 4; JOUR 2 
 

Media Communication Concentration:  SPCH 3A; MEDIA 4; SPCH 60 
 

Digital Media Concentration: New Media Option: SPCH 3A; MEDIA 4 
 Digital Video Option: SPCH 3A; MEDIA 4; MEDIA 79A 
 
For Speech Pathology and Audiology see www.assist.org or the CSUS catalog. 
 
 

B.A. Communication Studies 
SAN FRANCISCO STATE UNIVERSITY 
 

The Communication Studies major consists of upper division courses in Breadth Area Requirements. With SFSU adviser 
approval, up to 9 units of lower division transfer courses may be counted toward the major as elective units or potentially, within 
a depth of study. For all majors, ENGL 1B or 5 will meet a prerequisite to the upper division graduation writing requirement. 
 
For Communicative Disorders see www.assist.org or the SFSU Bulletin. 
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B.A. Communication Studies 
SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY 
 

The Communication Studies major is Impacted. All eligible applicants must have an overall transfer GPA of at least 2.6. 
 

The major has no lower division course requirements beyond completion of lower division general education. The 
Communication Studies Department will accept up to 8 semester units of lower division Speech Communication courses as 
electives in the major that are not also used to satisfy lower division general education requirements. Students may select up to 
8 semester units from the following courses, but the transfer courses may not be double-counted for both G.E. and major 
electives:  SPCH 1A or
 

 60, SPCH 3A, COMM 7. 
Lower Division support courses required for Preparation for Teaching: ENGL 46.1 or 46.2 and ENGL 30.1 or 30.2 
 

All students: ENGL 1B or 5 or PHIL 5 or SPCH 9 = prerequisite to upper division writing. 
SJSU also requires 2 units of PE in at least two different activities for graduation. 
 
For Communicative Disorders and Sciences see www.assist.org or the SJSU Catalog. 
 
 

B.A. Communication Studies 
CAL POLY, SAN LUIS OBISPO 
 

Admission of transfer applicants to this major is competitive. CSU GE or IGETC (including graduation requirements in 
U.S. History, U.S. Constitution, and California State & Local Government) should be completed prior to transfer. It is 
important to review transfer selection criteria by major at http://admissions.calpoly.edu/apply/transfer_sc/comsa. 
 

Major courses:  COMM 5, 6; BMG 53; SPCH 2; SPCH 57A or 57B or 57C or 57D 
 

Support courses:  HIST 4.1, 4.2; MATH 15; PSYCH 1A; One from FREN 1+2, GERM 1+2, ITAL 1+2, or SPAN 1+2 
 
 

B.A. Communication Studies 
SONOMA STATE UNIVERSITY 
 

The Communication Studies major is Impacted. 
• 3.0 overall GPA and 60 transferable units required 
• Completion of MEDIA 4 with a grade of C or better 

 

Additional Lower Division Requirement:  COMM 10; MEDIA 77 or 78 
 
 

NOTE: UC TRANSFER CREDIT IS LIMITED TO ONE COURSE FROM COMM 10, MEDIA 4 OR JOUR 1 
 
 

UC BERKELEY 
B.A. Media Studies 
The Media Studies major at Berkeley is not a media production major. Rather, it uses perspectives from the social sciences and 
humanities to examine the mass media. Admission to Berkeley does not guarantee admission to a particular major. Students 
must submit a separate application to the department after arrival at Berkeley. 
 

Departmental-level admission to the Media Studies major is competitive. Students must present strong grades in prerequisite 
courses. Additionally, students who have completed 70 units or more or whose GPA in the prerequisite and other relevant 
courses falls below 3.2 must submit a graded research paper (at least 5 pages in length) with their application in order to 
demonstrate that they possess the critical writing and research skills necessary to succeed in upper division courses. AP scores 
cannot be used to satisfy the major prerequisites. 
 

Complete by the end of the spring term preceding fall enrollment at Berkeley either (1) The College of Letters & Science 
Requirements in Reading & Composition, Foreign Language, and Quantitative Reasoning, or (2) IGETC. 
 

Prerequisites:  HIST 17.2; POLS 1; One selection from ANTHRO 2 or 30, ECON 1A+1B, PSYCH 1A, SOC 1; 
take MEDIAST 10 at UCB. 
 
 

 

UC DAVIS 
A.B. Communication 
Selective major:  Transfer students must complete the following courses by the end of spring term prior to fall enrollment at 
UCD, with letter grades of C or higher and a cumulative GPA of at least 3.0 for this group of courses: 
ENGL 25; MATH 15; PSYCH 1A; SOC 1. 
 

Additional preparation:  SPCH 1A or COMM 6 
 

Earn a minimum transfer overall GPA of 2.8 or higher to be a competitive applicant. 
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UC LOS ANGELES 
B.A. Communication Studies 
This major is highly selective. Applications undergo review by faculty in the Communication Studies Department. A minimum 
UC-transferable cumulative GPA of 3.50 is required for faculty review. All work pertaining to the major must be taken for a letter 
grade. A minimum of four courses must be completed by the fall term prior to admission. 
 

Lower Division requirements:  COMM 10; MATH 15; SPCH 1A; Three selected from POLS 1, PSYCH 1A, SOC 1, ECON 1B 
 
 

 

UC SANTA BARBARA 
B.A. Communication 
Students are admitted initially to the pre-major. Students will not be admitted to full Communication major status until they 
complete UCSB’s Communication 1*, 87**, 88, and 89, with no grade below C- and with a GPA of at least 3.00 for those 
courses completed at UCSB. General Education may be satisfied by completion of IGETC prior to transfer. 
 

Pre-major course requirements:  COMM 10* = COMM 1; MATH 15** is accepted for COMM 87 
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